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Since day one of the CAP2018 project, our
Public Relations team focused their work on
reaching out to the international astronomy
communication community. The works began
with the Proposal, back in 2016, merging the
strong will of the LOC to have a diverse and
Asia-Pacific region impacting event, with the
offer of a unique cultural experience, framing
it in the Japanese singularity and international
attractiveness.

The PR team identified vital potential partners,
with extended networks of their own, reaching
international, regional, and even national levels,
to support and disseminate CAP2018 through
their networks. Instead of the classical media
partners, the focus here was to seek the most
active community leaders in outreach, informal
education, and communication in astronomy
dissemination networks -- this strategy proved
to be strong, with 19 dissemination partners,
and as a result ultimately having 53 different
countries participate.

The PR team also had a strong presence on
social media since the beginning (particularly
on Facebook and Twitter), focusing not only
on the scientific potential that a conference
such as CAP could offer, but to also represent
CAP2018 as a chance to know more about
the cultural multiplicity Japan has to offer - the
beautiful surroundings of the conference, the
vibrant city of Fukuoka and the island of Kyushu.
The organisation believed that immersing
CAP participants in Japanese culture would
create a closeness that would reflect in future
collaborations and strengthen the bonds with
Asia and between the participants themselves.

The CAP2018 artwork is
profoundly influenced by
iconic Astronomy projects
depicted in Japanese-style
drawings and observed many
of the conference deliverables.
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During the conference and in collaboration
with the SOC team, regular posts kept the
international community informed of the
sessions taking place and topics discussed
throughout the conference, with #CAP2018
trending in Fukuoka, the Netherlands, and
United Kingdom.

The PR team was also responsible for key
deliverables, one of the main ones being
the Program Book. Far more than a printout
of digital data, this publication required the
support of a full publishing team and contained
essential information for the participants not
only regarding the scientific program but also
other events and transportation in Fukuoka.
Other deliverables were the conference Bag
and Badge and onsite signs.

All CAP2018 artwork is profoundly influenced
by iconic Astronomy projects depicted in
Japanese-style drawings. Merging in one
piece - the deep Astronomy roots from
Japanese culture, to the state of the art high-
tech Astronomy endeavours - all under one
sky, one planet - celebrating the collaboration
and support between the different peoples of
Planet Earth.

The process of making CAP2018 artwork
started in January 2017, under the art direction
of Adachi Design Laboratory. The CAP2018
logo followed the logo concept of previous
CAP conferences, with sidereal motion as
a motif, but customized the stellar trail and
added cherry blossom petals adjacently in
reference to the conference's location and
season -- Fukuoka in March 2018.

The attractive main visual graphics were
illustrated by chamooi, a rising young
illustrator who managed to perfectly balance
the "Japanese pop culture" vibe-featuring
the so-called “Cool Japan” without being
too much “Japanimation nerdy.” The many
items represent both modern astronomy
and Japanese traditions, with the global
image figure resembling a “Hakata Gion
Yamakasa” -- a characteristic festival car of
the Fukuoka area. Individual rabbits represent
people gathering from all continents, and
were displayed on the various deliverables,
including the Program Book, name tags,
conference bags; as the symbolic icons
of CAP2018. At the entrance, or at the
conference hall, this quite well-received main
visual welcomed participants to Fukuoka City
Science Museum.

Acknowledgment: CAP2018 communication
strategies could not have succeeded without
the hard work of the many members of the
LOC Public Relation team.

Invited speaker Dr.Wanda Diaz Merced, discusses
sonification research tools and the importance of
Inclusion, Diversity and Equity in communicating
Astronomy.
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Exposing the participants to different cultures to
open horizons to tolerance and peace and forge
unforgettable precious memories.
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Workshops are important component of the
conference which aim to develop participants™ sKkills
by learning from one another and in which diversity
played a huge role.
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Immersing CAP participants in Japanese culture
created a closeness that will reflect in future
collaborations and strengthen the bonds with Asia
and between the participants themselves.
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The Communicating Astronomy with the Public Conference
ICAPlorganized every two year, allows the worldwide astronomy
communication communities to regularly meet up and share best
practices. This is an important meeting for the communities, for
example the 2007 edition of the CAP conference was an important
meeting for the IYA2009lInternational Year of Astronomyiplanning.

This year March 24-28, the CAP conference was held for the first
time in Japan at Fukuoka. It is not only the largest CAP conference
ever, it is also the largest and most diverse international conference
on astronomy communication
ever in history. More than 440
participants from 53 countries across
all continents, except Antarctica,
attended. 5 keynote talks, 24 plenary
session talks, 165 parallel session
talks, 24 workshops and 106 posters
were presented at the conference. A
special session was also dedicated
to the 100 Year Anniversary of the
Internatual Astronomical Union
(IAU).

CAP2018 was organized by NAOJ,
Fukuoka City and IAU Commission
C.C2-Communicating Astronomy
with the Public. The conference was
organised under the main theme
of*Communicating Astronomy in
Today's World: Purpose & Methods”.
The Purpose part of the theme aims
to reflect on the many challenges communicators face in the post-truth
era and on the role of astronomy communication in this context. The
Methods component looked at recommendations from communicators
all around the globe, as they came together to share their lessons
learnt, insights, and foresights.

Being the Chair of the Scientific Organizing Committee (SOC), | am
particularly grateful for every bit of the contributions and efforts made
by NAOJ and our colleagues to make this event possible.
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Special session on the IAU 100th anniversary held during the CAP conference. The
coordinators of different projects presented exciting plans for 2019.
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COMMUMICATING ASTROMOMY WITH THE PUBLIC
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