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The 3™ Symposium on Universal Design for Astronomy

Education: International Components
Lina Canas, Kumiko Usuda-Sato, and Yukiko Shibata (IAU OAQO)

From 24 to 26 of September 2016, the 3rd Japanese symposium dedicated
to Universal Design (UD) Astronomy was held at the at National Astronomical
Observatory of Japan (NAOJ) Mitaka Campus and co-hosted by the IAU Office for
Astronomy Outreach (OAO). This year the organizing committee broadened the
reach of the meeting to an international level, welcoming participants with Japanese-
to-English-translated sessions on the first two days and a full day dedicated to
international programs. The symposium was advertised around the world through
IAU OAO global network and gathered interest from many different countries and
communities. Despite linguistic, cultural, and geographical differences the same goal
is shared - making astronomy accessible to everyone. The great interest of Canas
in the Japanese resources and the enthusiasm of Usuda-Sato to extend these
resources to foreign communities were the driving force to strengthen the global
network and collaboration.

When we discuss activities and resources for audiences with special needs, many
astronomy outreach professionals and educators struggle for (1) support in providing
sustainable, inclusive programs; with the (2) feelings of insecurity, especially those
without formal training on inclusion and the (3) lack of a community to exchange
ideas. With initiatives such as this symposium and subsequently the workshop, the
organizers hope to support inclusive quality education for all and reduce inequality
among participating countries. During this three-day event, the participants not only
watched and listened to lectures but were part of a "sharing space" that provided
individual practice and experience. The underlying goal of the selected workshops
was to make the participants exchange resources, activities, and ideas. After the
symposium, each attendee would be able to implement activities with the resources
learned and create new ones; formal and informal educators would be provided
with the know-how to disseminate astronomy to people with disabilities in their
communities and make their activities more inclusive..

On the third day, the discussions were focused on the various needs perceived
by the community. Participants from Indonesia, Philippines, India, Viet Nam, South
Korea, Spain, and the United Kingdom shared their experiences. A group discussion
then ensued, where the 27 participants were divided into five groups and addressed
the different needs based on their backgrounds and expertise.

There were three key questions addressed. The first one was "why should we
have inclusive programs and UD approaches". Everybody has the same right to learn
about the Universe they are born into, and Astronomy is the perfect science to share
this knowledge. The second one was "what is the definition of low-cost and the
sustainability aspect of these programs". Do-it-yourself resources using recyclable
and everyday life materials were highlighted as some of the most important aspects
of low-cost. Searching for local policies that promote equality and organizations that
can fund these activities were indicated as the best measures to adopt for support.
The third question regarded the feelings of insecurity by educators. Five scenarios
were presented to the participants, such as blind audiences at a stargazing party,
providing different hypothetical scenarios that educators might come across.
The fundamental idea that arose from the discussion is that information is of
the essence; learn about the characteristics of the audience; learn about the
impairments and have solutions ready for different aspects; and understand the
limitations of each action taken.

Finally, one of the aspects addressed among the organizing committee of
the symposium was the sustainability and impact of this international workshop
initiative. All participants had meaningful discussions, shared and learned about
resources and activities - but what is
next? The nature of communications
within an international community is
based mostly upon a long-distance
continuation of meaningful exchanges
between the established network - this
is key to assure its sustainability. The
possibility of an upcoming dedicated
international symposium was also
addressed and is currently being
discussed.

4 3BBEFtYYIVOENE,
Group photo of the international session on
the third day.
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