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Ql Were you active in IAU before getting a dedicated position?

So | was like many people of IAU who help them through
commissions; who help IAU through coordinating local events. For
example in the International Year of Astronomy (IYA) in 2009, | was a
coordinator in Hong Kong to
help organize the activities. |
also served on some organizing
committee for the International
Year of Astronomy, for example
the Dark Sky Awareness.
I'm also one of the working
group members for the
Communicating Astronomy
with the Public Conference.

dum 21, J008 Bafore Tam-a

BBOZA SOV DLDT (IYA2009),
Pictures from the Hong Kong Light Down (IYA 2009).

Q2 What do you think about living in Japan?

The first time | visited Japan was in 2009. There was a Stars of Asia
conference hosted by NAOJ as one of the activities for the International
Year of Astronomy. | had a special feeling at that time that Japan is a good
place to live. It's the way Japanese...the society and transportation... |
don’t know how to describe it. It's the feeling that the Japanese system
is very good to work and to live here. So that's why | decided to come to
Japan. But if the OAO was not in Japan, | may have to reconsider. If OAO
is in Chile, for example, | may not join.

So | started doing the planning for moving during the interview. So,

(AN AR
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Name: Sze-leung Cheung (GRETER)

Home Country: Hong Kong, China

Division: International Astronomical Union, Office
for Astronomy Outreach (IAU, OAO)/IAU
International Outreach Coordinator

Education: University of Hong Kong Bachelor's
Degree of Science (Mathematics and

Time in Japan: March 26, 2014 — Present

HH"E
(Yoshida Fumi)
EFFE#E =
(Office of International Relations)

NAOJ is participating in several international collaboration projects
such as ALMA and TMT. NAOJ is growing more international and
the number of foreign staff is increasing. This corner is a new
series that paints a candid portrait of the foreign staff working with
the Japanese staff of NAOJ. Stay tuned. (Yoshida, Fumi)
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The second installment of our series
features Cheung Sze-Leung, the
International Outreach Coordinator for
the International Astronomical Union
(IAU) Office for Astronomy Outreach
(OAQ). As the key person for AU
international outreach, Cheung is busy
every day. Here he talks about his work
and life in Japan.
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the NAOJ Support Desk helped me a lot.
So we had contact with the Support Desk
and they helped me to look for apartments.
Then when | arrived, the Support Desk also
helped me to open a bank account and to
handle all of the electricity bills, water, and
gas. The most important things they helped
me to set up. It really saved me a lot of time
and it is really, really, really, really helpful.
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QS You live in Kichijyoji don’t you? Did you know it is considered one
of the best places to live in Tokyo?

Actually, | did some research, so | know. At the very first beginning
| thought that | should live close to NAOJ. But probably because | come
from Hong Kong, | found out that I'm not quite comfortable if I'm not
surrounded by many shops. | think the Japanese agree Kichijyoji is a good
place, because they have the good environment like Inokashira Park and
at the same time also it still keeps the busy convenience because of the
lot of shops. In particular, I like to go to Yodobashi Camera a lot.

Q4 Many Japanese people think Kichijyoji is a good place and want
to live there, but it costs too much.

Generally, the living cost, for example the daily products, | think Japan
is 1.5 times more expensive than Hong Kong or something like that, but
still OK. But the apartment is cheaper. The housing in Hong Kong is very
expensive. And at the end, Japan is slightly more expensive than Hong
Kong, but it's OK.

QS Have you had any problems while living in Japan?

Yes, there are still many problems. Yes, for example, the water
leakage from the apartment’s ceiling. It just suddenly happened, and |
don’t know. Actually, when we signed the contract for the apartment, they
provided me with an emergency contact phone number, but | probably
didn’t keep it. And | think I left the number in my office. And on that day,
when | want to look at that number, the number was in my office so |
could not call it. And at that time, | didn’t have the phone number of the
new support desk person and so | couldn’t really call him, so therefore |
don’t have immediate help. But it just so happened that the water leakage
stopped after one hour, so it was fine.

Q6

My office is for coordination. We provide some suggestions for each
country, but they will consider by themselves whether they do it or not or
how to run it. For example, the exoplanet naming and the IYL (International
Year of Light) are all done by the local people. So the Astronomical
Consortium of Japan is now considering how to run these. My job is to
support them and to provide information.

In Japan, they have the amateurs; they have the planetariums; they
have the education people; they have astronomers. So at the time of
IYA Prof. Norio Kaifu grouped all this together to form the Astronomical

As International Outreach Coordinator, how do you support IAU
activities?

A2RE2—DLDT, A scene from the interview.
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Consortium of Japan. They have a big network of all the people working
for astronomy in Japan.

Q7 What are your personal future plans?

My future plan is really based on my work. For example, | would
like to have some travels. For example | still haven’t seen the aurora
(Northern Lights) and | would like to see them. There are many rural areas
in the world that are very good for astronomy. | would love to pursue that.
That's my personal hobby as well, 'm an amateur astronomer, so | love
stargazing. | love doing astrophotography, taking astrophotography around
the world. And I'd like to meet some people in some really rural areas, and
probably even in a war-zone.

| just heard, | have some communications with the people in
Afghanistan, and they told me they had some people working for astronomy
who were killed during the war. So | feel very sad for them. But | know many
people are still there working for astronomy, even during the war. And I've
met people in Palestine; they are working very hard for astronomy. Yea, |
really want to see some developments in this kind of region.

Q8 What surprised you the most about coming to Japan?

| like Japanese culture, but there are also some Japanese culture
which surprised me. For example on the first day | arrived in Japan, there
was a little ceremony where the director presented documents. Everyone
lined up in his office and you needed to stand and the director tells you
you're appointed, but he speaks in Japanese. So he has the official
document, and then everyone bows to him and then he says, ‘OK you're
appointed.’ This kind of ceremony, to me, it's a little bit strange. So | mean
there’s some kind of culture like this. | don’t know why, but for that one
ceremony, he said “l know you don’t understand Japanese, but | will still
say itin Japanese.”

Q() Any final thoughts?

| think my case is a little bit special because I'm a Chinese. And | have an
advantage because | can read Chinese characters that are used in Japanese
writing. And I'm really influenced by Japanese culture for a long time. Yea,
Hong Kong was influenced by Japanese culture: we watch Japanese movies,
we watch anime, we have Japanese food, and it's still Asia so | think it's a
benefit for me.

But | understand that for people who have completely no Japanese
background, how difficult it will be. So I think we should have some
foreigners’ community here to help each other.
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@Lina (Pires Canas Lina Isabel) & A

| am very glad to be here at NAOJ working
for the IAU Office for Astronomy Outreach.
I hope | can contribute in many ways to all
the great work being done here already in

@ Cheung & A

It is my great pleasure to work together with the
best people in the world on astronomy outreach.
The OAO office is growing up and would like to
have your support and help in the future. XX 77
F)—FTCHRDEEDASE E—HICHEETE
B LIS OAORRIBIETH ). SHHE
SADPSDZEPETEVNALELVERVET,

@LEH=ETF (SHIBATA Yukiko) & A

| have been working for science communication
for Earth science at a science museum and a
research institute. | hope to contribute to spreading
astronomy outreach activities which are already
practiced in some regions to other regions. =
EXMAEE TEICHBERBZICATIHFEII2
—h=a il#EboTEE LA, TTICHRT
THNhTWBIRNT Y M) —FDERLFHE S
5(CDEICHEFOo D LD BFENTEL
55 LWVTTY,

astronomy outreach. | also would like to
thank all of the NAOJ team for all of their
warmth and support for my arrival in Japan.
FAIENAOJ COAODHEEN TETETH
ShLWTT, CZTTTIFTHhbTLBRXR
X779 R)—=FDFIES LOVEBNCFLBIf4
BHETEMCTES L EE-TVWET, %
UL THDRHEICEE L. NAOJF—LICIEED
CHR—=BFLTWALEZBEHLTOET,

@5 5= (AGATA Hidehiko) & A
Please support IAU - OAO | [EEXX %
EE - EBREREADIZEELALLS
BELWLEd !

O@FIH - 1A= T (USUDA-SATO Kumiko) & A

| am very happy to be a member of IAU OAO as well as the Museum Planning Office in
Public Relations Center. I 1 — 27 LREFEDEEICMA TIAU OAODHEEICH DL
EAhdZ&llh)Eliz, ALK BEWVWLET,
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