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Language Editor)

Ql Isn't it weird to interview yourself?

Not at all. I'm a Gemini. So I've always felt most comfortable when
fulfilling two roles at the same time.

QZ Could you please describe your job?

I'm an “English Language Editor” in the NAOJ Public Relations
Center. As the title implies | spend most of my time proofreading English
or translating Japanese texts into English. But | do other things as well:
data reduction and image processing; news gathering; lectures; and the
occasional heavy-lifting, even though | may not look that strong.

QS Does the job of “English Language Editor” suit your talents?

Yes! The job fits me. | exist on the border between worlds: my native
language is English, but | use Japanese in everyday conversation. I've
published both refereed scientific articles and science-fiction short-stories.
Of course translating Japanese/English is important; but more important
is the ability to take scientific discourse and translate it into something
non-scientists can understand and get excited about. In other words, |
stand on the border between “research” and “society” and | translate
between them. | believe that being a ‘marginal man,” someone who exists
simultaneously in two worlds but can never belong to either, gives me
the ability to perform the role of “English Language Editor” in the NAOJ
Public Relations Center.
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Name: Ramsey Lundock
Birth: State of Colorado, U.S.A.
Affiliation: Public Relations Center/URA (English

Ph.D. Tohoku University Astronomical Institute 2011
Years in Japan: 7 (non-consecutive over 15 years)

(Yoshida Fumi)
EREHSE
(Office of International Relations)

NAOJ is participating in several international collaboration projects
such as ALMA and TMT. NAOJ is growing more international and
the number of foreign staff is increasing. This corner is a new
series that paints a candid portrait of the foreign staff working with
the Japanese staff of NAOJ. Stay tuned. (Yoshida, Fumi)

IERADEL Denizen of the Borderlands

PElE. TOEHFDA>Z2E 1T —
Ramsey Lundock (T LA T Rv
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Bhé. A VREAT7—ETR MR
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CDTIFIZSIBFvZ72—D
BE5E2>T. LWoltWEARA?

Shall we start this series with the self-
introduction of Dr. Ramsey Lundock
who is the interviewer of the foreign
staff? Amazingly, he played two
roles, interviewer and guest, at the
same time. It seems he has a very
complicated character. What kind of
person is that 1?
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Public Outreach in Hawai'i
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Q4 Why did you decide to work at NAOJ?

After graduating from Tohoku University, | wanted to continue in
Japanese astronomy. So | got a job at NAOJ's Subaru Telescope in
Hawai'i. From there, my career brought me back to our headquarters in
Mitaka.

FF20BEHRT —XO#TELPUET,
Subaru Telescope data processing:
Jupiter's ring

QS You have been living in Japan for a long time. What are your
impressions of living in Japan?

Do you mean my first impression, or how | feel now? (Now) | love
Japan. This is my home now. I'd like to settle here permanently. The
people are orderly and honest; the cities are clean; the transportation
system is the best in the world. It must be difficult to keep the trains
running within seconds of the schedule. No other country in the world
can do this. On the other hand, Japan also
preserves its past. You can be walking through
a modern city, turn a corner and suddenly you
see a medieval castle.

Of course, | have to mention | first came
to Japan because I'm an anime/manga otaku.

Well, you can speak about otaku later. So, what surprises you
about Japan?

| guess what surprises me the most about Japan, is that it keeps
surprising me. For example, just this year | found out that the Japanese
celebrate Oktoberfest in May. And no one finds that odd (+).

Q7 Speaking of international cuisine, have you acquired a taste for
Japanese food?

Yes. When | was studying at Kansai Foreign Language University, |
really liked yakisoba (stir-fried soba noodles), tako yaki (round dumplings
with pieces of octopus in them) and okonomiyaki (I can't explain this one;
you have to actually eat it to understand it.) When | moved to Sendia,
| was shocked that these three types of “Japanese food” were difficult
to find. I didn't know that these were local foods of the Osaka region.
| realized there was still much | didn't understand about Japan. But in
Sendai, there was delicious gyu-tan (cow's tongue).

Q8 What do you do for fun?

Read manga and role-playing games. Go
for walks with my wife and my dog “ShiShi-
maru” (Japan has wonderful, dog-friendly,
parks). The occasional game convention or
travel.

Q

Yea, I'm probably the only astronomer with experience raising

In a resume as eclectic as yours, it's hard for something to look
“unusual.” But everyone asks about the time you spent working
as a “cowboy.”

Q4 ETRLATEH £ >kE o h i ?
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« Oktoberfest is a German beer festival. It started as a
celebration for the wedding of the Crown Prince of the Kingdom
Bayern in October of 1810. Germany continues to commemorate
it every year in October, thus the name “Oktoberfest.” But in
Japan, they have “Oktoberfest-spring” to start drinking earlier.
Every Japanese party starts with the phrase “First of all, beer.”
The Japanese really do love beer.
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thoroughbred horses. My family has
a thoroughbred horse farm in Florida,
U.S.A. Between college and graduate
school, | helped out with the horses
and longhorn cattle. | didn't wear boots
or ride a horse; | wore sneakers and
drove a truck. It's more modern than
everyone's image, but | worked with
beef-cattle and horses. “Cowboy” is as
accurate a job title as any.

Here, | have to mention our horse people might know: we are so
proud of Supervisor for running fifth in the 2003 Belmont Stakes. (++)

Qlo What are your plans for the future?

I've decided where my fealty lies. NAOJ is my daimyo. | have no
interest in becoming a ronin (masterless samurai.) Right now my contract
has a term-limit, so | don't know how long I'll be allowed to serve here. My
dream is to land a position at NAOJ without a term limit. If | can do that,
then finally I'll be done with “Job Hunting Hell.” I'l be able to buy my own
house and settle down.

Qll This conversation is getting deep; let's return to the lighter
subject of your hobbies. You referred to yourself as an ‘otaku.’
Are there otaku in the U.S.A.? The etymology of the term is
vague, but in general it means someone who obsesses t0o
much on a particular hobby or interest. In terms of fixation and
determination, it's not that much different from any specialist,
but in Japan otaku have a very low social standing. What do
you think about this?

In the U.S.A., ‘otaku’ are called ‘geeks.’ Previously geeks have
been self-conscious and kept quiet about our hobbies. But recently, like
Japanese otaku, geeks are becoming unabashed. They are also gaining
social acceptance. They dress in costume or talk about science fiction in
public places.

Otaku have a different way of thinking, “Isn't it noble to be
unashamed, even though there's a strong social stigma?” In otaku culture,
social norms become reversed. It is “normal” to wear an anime t-shirt,
but wearing a suit is “embarrassing.” (One important reason | work at the
NAOQJ is because | would be embarrassed to death if | had to wear a suit
to work!) The more society stigmatizes otaku, the happier we are. At least
| want to say that, but now there are things more important than geeky
hobbies in my life. When | was single, | could indulge in my hobbies as
much as | wanted. Now the time | spend with my beloved wife, or the time
playing with our dog is very important to me. In that sense, I'm no longer
an ‘otaku.” In my spare time | still enjoy anime, manga and games, but
| have very little free time any more. I'm a ‘busy otaku.’ | think now I'm
standing on yet another border between worlds.
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I've been seduced by Japanese anime/manga.

Q: When Japanese people think about Japanese culture, they name examples like tea-
ceremony, flower arranging, kabuki, and bushido. But currently the most popular Japanese
culture among foreigners seems to be anime/manga. Not just within Japan, Japanese anime is
becoming main stream in other countries as well. Case in point, there are even researchers who
come to NAOJ who decided to study abroad in Japan after seeing Japanese anime. What is so
enthralling about Japan's anime/manga?

A: We say “Japanese anime,” but shows like “Sazae-san” or “Chibi Maruko-chan” are
unknown overseas. It's science fiction anime which found popularity in other countries. Japan
creates the most interesting sci-fi in the world! In general, sci-fi anime is filled with blood-soaked
violence and sexy women. This is an important point for teenage males. But Japanese sci-
fi anime also has extremely deep plots. Modern American sci-fi only considers the future from
a technological viewpoint. On the other hand, Japanese sci-fi depicts things like the religious,
philosophical, and socioeconomic aspects of the future. While looking at pictures so graphic that
you can't blink, your brain is pondering deep questions. | have never had this experience with
anything except Japanese anime.

= "Amazinglll" by editorial staff of NAOJ news (H.T.).
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