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“My early careers”

Cheung Sze-Leung (RRlIE F % > -

I was born in China, but my parents immigrated and brought
me to Hong Kong when | was only 2 years old. Probably
because | was given better education, when | was a child, | had
many chanced to get in touch with the beauty and wonder of the
universe, and | have decided to become an astronomer since |
was very young.

| started to promote astronomy and gave astronomy lectures
when | was only a high school student, and organized many
activities e.g. stargazing camp, which plant the root for my
career. After my graduation in my bachelor degree, by the
chance of luck, | first worked in one of the most important
astronomical center in Hong Kong as an astronomy officer
for 6 years and officially marked the beginning of my career
in astronomy outreach, | was also the coordinator for the
International Year of Astronomy in Hong Kong, during the time,
| have organized many projects such as the light down event,
more than 3000 buildings turned off their exterior lighting for 2
hours during the campaign for the protection of the dark sky.
Honestly speaking, it was a mission impossible project years
ago, but we made it happened thanks for all the hard work of
many people!

The IAU Office for Astronomy Outreach is built on the
successful 1IYA2009, | was so glad that | had a chance to
participant in the once-in-a-lifetime event of the IYA2009, and
had many chances to work with international partners. Later, |
worked in the University of Hong Kong as an outreach officer
and science instructor, organized public events like Transit of
Venus observation for 10000 people, and developed a common
core course "Our place in the Universe".

| am so glad that | have a chance to take up the position of
the International Outreach Coordinator for IAU. It is an important
move for me, but | feel that | am at home when | arrive Japan,
probably | was influenced by the Japanese culture for a long
time.

o

B01 Photo of the Transit of Venus event in 2012.
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Heading this IAU Office for Astronomy Outreach is a no
easy task. There are almost 200 countries in this world, they
are different in culture, different in languages and different in
education level, so it is by nature very difficult for running an
international office. Meanwhile, all of them share the same
sky, share the same faith in the endeavor to explore space and
the universe. We are so lucky that there are astronomy lovers
everywhere in the world, so that we can connect them and build
a huge network of people to promote astronomy.

We need strategies to connect the worldwide people, and
we also need important projects to motive the community to
work on astronomy outreach. It is no easy, but | will try hard
to achieve this and bring astronomy to the whole world. As a
specific initiatives, we are working very hard on 2 big projects
— International Year of Light 2015 Cosmic Light theme and the
IAU NameExoWorlds contest.

When | first arrive, the office was only a one-person-
office, now thanks for Yukiko Shibata joining us, we had a
slight increase in manpower, and we are now looking for the
3rd person to come and work for us. We are also exploring the
possibility for offering internship position next year, and | hope
the office will expand gradually.

AUWKZBET I M) —FANLNE

202 Photo of the Light Pollution Roadshow event in 2012.
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