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Abstract

The Nihongi is the oldest existent formal Japanese chronology completed in AD 720. It consists of thir-
ty volumes and describes the history of Japan from the mythological period until the end of the seventh
century just before the Nara period started. Serious studies of the Nihongi started in the seventeenth cen-
tury. But it is still unknown who initiated writing the book and how it was written.

In modern times, in order to answer the above fundamental questions and also to understand the
ancient Japnanese history, various attempts have been carried out to analyze the contents of the Nihongi.
One of the attempts has been to classify the volumes according to various criteria. This particular
attempt has been started in 1930s by researchers of Japanese language and lietrature. Until the early
1960s, the volumes of the Nihongi have been grouped into eight as follows:

(1) vols. 1 and 2;

(2) vols. 3 tbrough 13;

(3) vols. 14 through 19;

(4) vols. 20 and 21;

(5) vols. 22 and 23;

(6) vols. 24 through 27;

(7) vols. 28 and 29; and

(8) vol. 30.

Criteria are usage of words, terminology, style of writing, individual records, and so on. There are a lot of
reseachers contributing to a number of classifications. To name several, Y. Nagata, T. Harada, H. Kénosu,
Z. Ota, K. Nishinomiya, F. Enomoto. Later H. Mori classified the volumes based on phonetics bridging
Chinese and Japanese languages, that is, how the Japanese sounds were expressed in Chinese letters. His
classification is

(#) vols. 1 through 13;

(@) vols 14 through 21;

(B) vols. 22 and 23;

(@) vols. 24 through 27;

(#) vols. 28 and 29; and

(non-a and non-f) vol. 30.

In 2008, Tanikawa and Soma examined the astronomical records of the Nihongi in the seventh century,
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and established that observational astronomy in Japan started in the seventh century, and that observa-
tions are restricted to particular volumes of the Nihongi:

observations in vols. 22 and 23;

no observations in vols. 24 through 27;

observations in vols. 28 and 29; and

predictions in vol. 30.

The coincidence of the above three classifications of the Nihongi in the seventh century suggests that
there can be a deeper reason for the difference of the volumes belonging to different groups. We need a
generalization of the linguistic, phonological and astronomical classifications, that is, we need a new
classification of the volumes of the Nihongi for the seventh century covering linguistic, phonological, and
astronomical classifications. Thus, we propose ‘i’, ‘X’ and ‘%%’ classification. We put volumes 22, 23,
28, and 29 into ‘X’ group (‘Ten’ in Japanese, ‘Tian’ in Chinese, and "Heaven’ in English), put volumes 24,
25, 26, and 27 into ‘H1’ group (‘Chi’ in Japanese, ‘Di’ in Chinese, and ‘Earth’ in English), and put volume
30 into ‘%¥” group (‘Tai’ in Japanese, also ‘Tai’ in Chinese, and 'Tai’ in English) As we will show in the
text, ‘%%’ group is a mixture of ‘#i” and ‘X’ groups. This is the advantage of the present classification in
the sense of Chinese ‘%’ in which ‘%%’ is the mixture of pure states ‘}#’ and ‘X’. Also, the name ‘X’ is
relevant to the group in which observational astronomical records are contained.

Our main purpose of the present work is to look for historical events which fit in our classification. In
doing this, the guideline is to look for international events. A lot of records (or words) used in the pre-
ceding classifications are in some sense international. In fact, ’Kana’ is used for the matching or bridging
of Chinese and Japanese languages. The usage of ’kana’ has been the main criteria in the linguistic and
phonological classifications. Observational Astronomy is just the transplantation of a Chinese system.

As a result of survey, we find that the diplomatic communications with the Yaku Island, which now
belongs to Kagoshima prefecture, fit in with the classification. We also find that religious records or
words frequently show a good fit with classifications. We show our results in the form of tables. Tables 3
and 4 are our main results.
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