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Scholastic Intercourse between Shogunal Astronomer Shibukawa Kagesuke

and Nagasaki-based Astronomer Mine Gensuke

Setsuko ITO

Abstract

It is important to know how scholastic tradition of Tenmon-kata (Shogunal Astronomical Office) was

transferred to local astronomers over the 19th century, since it is likely that modernization of Japan

in science and technology after the Meiji-restoration (1868) has its root in the pre-Meiji period. In

this report, as a case-study of such line-of- thoughts, I took up a local astronomer Mine Gensuke, from

Omura-han (clan) of Nagasaki. Mine, at his age of 25 (1850), came to Edo and learned astronomy for six

years under the supervision of Shibukawa Kagesuke, the top-ranking Shogunal astronomer at that time.

After returning to Nagasaki, Mine was assigned to be the land-surveyer of Omura-han. In Mine’s book-

collection preserved at the Nagasaki Municipal Museum, I found several books and notebooks copied

and annotated by Mine, whose original author was Shibukawa. Through a research of those materials, [

discuss what and how Mine learned from Shibukawa.
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