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Repsold Meridian Transit designated as the Important
Cultural Property of Japan
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Abstract

A Repsold meridian transit instrument is a telescope with a diameter of 13.5cm and a focal length of 212 cm for
meridian transit observations. It was manufactured by A. Repsold & Soehne Co. Ltd. in Hamburg, Germany in 1880, and
purchased by the Naval Observatory and imported to Japan in 1881, becoming one of the most important telescopes in
the dawning era of modern astronomy in Japan. It was transferred to the astronomical observatory in 1888, at the time
the University of Tokyo inaugurated the Tokyo Astronomical Observatory. The telescope escaped being damaged in the
Great Kanto Earthquake, and continued to be used as a main telescope for time determination, longitude observation, and
astrometry of heavenly bodies till the end of the 1950s. In 2008, we confirmed that this telescope has retained its original
form. After

restoration and repair, the telescope was widely opened for exhibition to the public. In June, 2011 it was

designated as one of the important cultural properties of Japan.
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