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Project Research Fellow
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Project Research Fellow
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I joined the NAOJ Chile Observatory (Mitaka) as a Project Research Fellow on the 16th of April,
2013, working at the East-Asian ALMA Regional Center (EA-ARC). Part of my duties include
providing support to ALMA users in the East Asian (Japan, Taiwan and Korea) region. I obtained
my PhD (March, 2013) from Kagoshima University, and my research is focused on understanding
massive star formation processes using interferometric technique, including the determination of
distance to massive star-forming regions with VLBI. I am already enjoying the conducive work
conditions in the EA-ARC, while longing to see the future exciting results of the ALMA project.
ALK BHWNZLET,

On 1 May I started working at NAOJ Chile Observatory (Mitaka Campus) as a Project Research Fellow
in the East Asian ALMA Regional Center (EA-ARC). The EA-ARC provides the primary gateway to
ALMA for East Asian user community. My main scientific research is the study of the star formation in
the multiphase interstellar medium in nearby galaxies. I am particularly interested in the link between
turbulence in the gas and star formation. My plan is to work on this in different environments. Before
coming to Japan, I lived in France where I obtained my PhD at the Institut d'Astrophysique Spatiale in
Orsay, near Paris. I obtained my Master degree in Astronomy at the Universidad de Chile. I am very happy
to be in Japan. I love japanese culture and the country, I already climbed Fujisan! I hope I will discover
many new things, live new experiences and, of course, learn japanese.

On May st I started to work at the TAMA300 project office for the KAGRA project. My
work is devoted to the assembly and test of the vibration isolation system of the optics
and to the design and manufacture of a compact cryogenic interferometric displacement
sensor for various applications in KAGRA. I am very excited to be part of this project and
to be able to contribute to the long desired dream of detecting gravitational waves.

Since June 1 I started working as a Project Research Fellow in East ALMA Regional
Center (ARC) of NAOJ Chile Observatory, based in Mitaka. My research interests mainly
focus on the studies related with molecular line observations for the Galactic central
clouds and nearby galaxies. I am really exciting to join the EA-ARC to involve in the
ALMA project and make my contribution to the ALMA community in the EA, and hope
to make use of this state-of-the-art facility to pursue my research in the future.
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